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Advocacy Position Statement 

 

BROWNFIELDS 

 

Statement of Purpose 

The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, regulators, 

policy-makers and decision-makers and the public at-large of its stated position on 

Brownfields.  

   

Statement of Position 

APWA supports federal Brownfields legislation to provide incentives for and protection to 

state and local governments and investors in order to put abandoned, vacant or underutilized 

commercial and industrial sites which contain or are suspected to contain environmental 

contamination back into productive use. 

 

Effective legislation must provide for: 

 

 Financial incentives for Brownfields revitalization; 

 A broad spectrum of eligible sites; 

 A measure of liability protection for developers, lenders and local governments; 

 A mechanism to officially declare sites uncontaminated; and 

 Loans and grants for site testing, cleanups, surveys and technical assistance. 

 

Background and Rationale 

Brownfields are vacant or underutilized industrial or commercial sites which contain or are 

suspected to contain environmental contamination.  The Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) estimates there are approximately 600,000 contaminated sites in the United States that 

would qualify as Brownfields sites.  Although these sites are not contaminated to the extent 

that they are considered Superfund sites, the unknown costs associated with regulatory 

controls, cleanup and liability prevent any reasonable redevelopment from occurring.  

Development interests currently avoid these problems by seeking clean sites in undeveloped 

suburban and rural areas, while prime urban acreage, much of it near major transportation 

networks, lies idle. 

 

 

 



Strong economic and environmental benefits will be generated from Brownfields initiatives. 

 Previously unused or underutilized sites will become marketable and be brought back 

into productive use. 

 Jobs will be created at all stages of the process; from site identification, to cleanup, to 

viable land uses. 

 Redeveloped sites will add to the tax base of communities. 

 Long-standing eyesores will become catalysts for positive changes in communities. 

 Fear of unknown environmental contamination will be lifted. 

 Optimization of existing infrastructure reduces the need for greenfields development.  

 

More than 20 states have enacted some form of Brownfields Legislation to encourage and 

support voluntary cleanup efforts without fear of state liability.  However, without a clear 

federal policy to protect such redevelopment efforts, fear of federal liability will not be lifted. 

Cooperative efforts will generate innovative solutions and technologies for reducing the costs 

of cleanup and speeding the revitalization of these environmentally damaged sites. 
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