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Advocacy Position Statement 

 

Climate Change Legislation & Local Government Adaptation Funding 

 

Statement of Purpose 

The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, regulators, 

federal agency officials and the public at-large of its stated position on the development of 

climate change legislation by the Federal government. 

 

Statement of Position 

APWA supports the passage of climate change legislation that provides robust adaptation 

funding for local governments and metropolitan planning organizations to address the 

challenges posed by a changing climate. 

 

APWA supports the inclusion in climate change legislation of provisions for a competitive 

water system adaptation grant program that would support water, wastewater, and stormwater 

facilities trying to adapt to climate change. These grants could be used for drinking water, 

wastewater and stormwater systems for: 

 

 preservation or improvement of water quality; 

 increased energy efficiency or the use and generation of renewable energy;  

 water reuse; and 

 green infrastructure projects. 

 

APWA supports the inclusion in climate change legislation of provisions providing for green 

transportation projects that save energy and reduce emissions such as: 

 

 mass transit and passenger rail systems, 

 transit-oriented development, 

 bicycle and pedestrian trails, and; 

 strategies to give people transportation options and reduce vehicle miles travelled. 

  

APWA supports the inclusion in climate change legislation of provisions for a tree planting 

grant program that would be used for targeted planting of shade trees to: 

 

 reduce energy demand, 



 lower energy bills, 

 reduce outside temperatures in urban areas, 

 improve private property values, 

 increase residential aesthetics, and; 

 preserve public infrastructure such as streets and sidewalks.  

 

Such provisions would require the use of science-based tree-siting guidelines to ensure that 

trees are not planted in locations that will disrupt pre-existing infrastructure, block solar panels 

and wind turbines, or damage power lines. 

 

Background and Rationale 

Any climate change legislation must recognize the important role of local governments in 

improving energy efficiency, shifting the country to cleaner sources of energy, reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and successfully adapting to the impacts on public infrastructure 

from a changing climate. 

 

Without direct federal support and resources to local governments, the potential for effective 

clean energy and climate protection strategies will certainly fall short and cash-strapped local 

governments will be forced to rely on dwindling tax revenues to support the new challenges 

created by a changing climate. For instance, water and wastewater utilities are on the front 

lines of preparing for the impacts of a changing climate. 

 

Directing revenue to local governments and metropolitan planning organizations, where most 

of the planning, strategy development and project implementation occurs, will enable cities and 

towns to: 

 

 Prepare for the impacts of climate change such as rising sea levels, drought, wildfires, 

flooding, and storms; 

 Continue and expand efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

 Implement energy efficiency and renewable energy programs; and create more livable 

communities while strengthening our economy. 
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