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Advocacy Position Statement  
 

Transportation Safety 
 

Statement of Purpose  
The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, transportation policy-
makers and decision-makers at all levels of government and the public at-large of its stated position on 
Transportation Safety.  APWA supports adequate funding for safety programs in all modes of 
transportation including bicycle and pedestrians facilities. 
 
Statement of Position  
APWA supports the participation by local agencies in their state’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) 
implementation and periodic updates and each province’s coordinated safety plan by local agencies (e.g. 
cities, counties, with possible support through metropolitan planning (MPO) or regional development 
organizations).  APWA encourages each local agency to develop a Transportation Safety Plan in 
coordination with the State SHSP. APWA also urges state and provincial street and highway agencies and 
utility organizations to work cooperatively in the identification of above ground utility facilities that 
contribute to roadside hazards that affect both motorized and non-motorized modes of travel. APWA 
further supports the expansion of responsibilities for local governments on a coordinated basis, such as 
through the MPO, to identify local issues, in addition to state coordination of analysis, implementation, 
training and evaluation.   
 
Background and Rationale 
Highway safety is affected not only by roadway design and condition, but also by driver and vehicle 
characteristics. APWA local member agencies can deal with design, maintenance, and operation of 
roadways and traffic control devices, and can partner with other agencies and organizations to apply the 
4E’s of roadway safety: engineering, education, enforcement and emergency services.  Comprehensive 
transportation interventions recognize the critical role that culture plays in traffic safety. While 
engineering, materials and design greatly impact safety, the decisions made by individuals do, also.   
Driver behavior and beliefs need to be addressed through regular education and enforcement 
sources.  It is critical that we seek to improve transportation safety by influencing decisions to 
provide continual training and information to the driving public with supporting enforcement. 
 
APWA supports the establishment and implementation of a national strategy on highway safety through 
development of a “Toward Zero Deaths” initiative.  This comprehensive, coordinated approach to 
reducing the number and severity of serious crashes on the nation’s streets and highways is needed to 
coordinate the efforts of safety stakeholders in an effective, unified manner.   
 
Sponsor  
Transportation Committee 
 


