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Statement of Purpose 

The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, 
regulators, policy-makers and decision-makers and the public at-large of its stated 
position on electronics recycling. 

Statement of Position 

The APWA supports the call for federal electronics recycling legislation to provide 
incentives for market driven electronics reuse and recycling.  APWA maintains that the 
burden of responsibility should not be shifted to the municipality or local jurisdiction nor 
should specific recycling options be dictated without markets being available. 

Background and Rationale 

Electronics recycling can be a viable program supporting reuse and recycling of unused 
or discarded electronic equipment.  Electronics include but are not limited to computers, 
monitors, cell phones, and televisions.  Market share competition is leading to the 
development of new products and a subsequent increase in obsolescence rates of older 
electronics.  The EPA estimates that disposed electronic waste represents 2 percent of 
products discarded in the municipal waste stream.  This does not include the growing 
“stockpile” of obsolete computers, televisions, etc. stored in homes and businesses.   

Electronics recycling is growing but still low compared to other product recycling.  Of 
2.37 million tons of electronics ready for end of life management in 2009, slightly more 
than 25 percent was collected for  recycling.   By comparison, over 95.9 percent of lead 
acid batteries were recycled annually in the United States in 2012.  For 2009, the 
electronics recycling rate increased to 25% from 18% in 2006 as several states started 
mandatory collection and recycling programs for electronics.  

Electronics recycling is motivated by three main concerns: 

• preventing the release of hazardous materials from inappropriately disposed 
electronics here and abroad. 



 

• a significant and increasing quantity of obsolete electronics becoming part of the 
waste stream. 

• the potential for economic growth and job creation that a robust electronics 
recycling market would generate. 

The National Safety Council reports that most equipment being recycled comes from 
electronics manufacturers and large organizations due to the large capital investment, 
significant infrastructure, and established relationships required.  Only a small amount of 
electronics is being recovered from households while the products available for recycling 
increased by 120% between 1999 and 2009.  .  The patchwork of state implemented 
programs, laws and regulations impedes the ability of all stakeholders – recyclers, 
manufacturers, retailers, government entities, and consumers - to participate efficiently in 
multi-jurisdictional electronics recycling programs. 

Strong environmental and economic benefits would be generated from uniform 
electronics recycling initiatives. 

• Conservation of disposal capacity and collections resources 

• Recovery and reuse of valuable recyclable materials including metal, plastic and 
glass.  

• Increase to local jobs and tax base through new or expanded recycling business 
activities from collection to reconditioning or deconstruction. 

• Utilization of previously unused or underutilized warehouse and manufacturing 
sites. 

• Containment of hazardous material releases from inappropriately disposed 
electronics here and abroad. In the United States, an estimated 70% of heavy 
metals in landfills come from discarded electronics. Proper recycling will recover 
heavy and precious metals for reuse   

• Continued expansion of voluntary and mandatory take-back programs initiated by 
states and local governments, electronics manufacturers and retailers. 

There is little argument against the need for electronics recycling legislation and 
programs.  The division comes in which stakeholder should carry what piece of 
responsibility.  Successful electronics recycling legislation and programs should provide 
some benefit to all stakeholders, but  must protect municipal or local jurisdictions from 
being burdened with program implementation or restrictive recycling options without 
markets being available and recognize the benefits of nationally or regionally harmonized 
programs. 
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