
 

 

April 4, 2016 

 

The Honorable Ron Johnson     The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 

Chairman       Ranking Member 

Committee on Homeland Security &     Committee on Homeland Security &  

Governmental Affairs      Governmental Affairs 

US Senate       US Senate    

   

Dear Chairman Johnson and Ranking Member Carper: 

 

The American Public Works Association (APWA) strongly supports HR 1471, the FEMA 

Disaster Assistance Reform Act of 2015, and urges the Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs to move this legislation to the Senate floor. 

 

As the owners and operators of our nation’s critical infrastructure, APWA’s members play a 

large role in preventing, mitigating the effects of, and recovering from natural and man-made 

disasters. Major disasters have local effects and it’s the local public works and emergency 

personnel who are on the front lines of mitigation and recovery. Because of the vital and growing 

role of public works during disasters, and public works’ designation as a first responder, APWA 

has a substantial stake in the passage of HR 1471.   

 

HR 1471 includes a number of provisions that will improve emergency management and the 

delivery of disaster assistance in this country.  In addition to authorizing FEMA through fiscal 

year 2018, HR 1471 would also establish a comprehensive study to assess disaster costs and 

develop recommendations for reducing those costs.  The results of this study will be integral to 

ensuring that local policy makers can make informed decisions about the best investment of 

taxpayer dollars well in advance of a disaster.  

 

HR 1471 also contains reforms to the FEMA disaster assistance program. These reforms include 

raising the Public Assistance small projects threshold to $1 million, establishing rates to 

reimburse state and local governments for the administrative costs incurred to implement disaster 

recovery projects, and providing a fixed cap on these administrative costs. Additionally, HR 

1471 would reinstate a 3-year statute of limitations on FEMA’s ability to reclaim disaster 

assistance funds after an applicant has spent the funds when there is no evidence of fraud, waste 

or abuse.  If enacted, these reforms will lower the financial and administrative burden of disaster 



 

 

response and recovery at the local level, allowing public works personnel to focus on protecting, 

repairing, and restoring our nation’s critical infrastructure systems. 

 

Thank you for considering this important legislation.  On behalf of the 29,000 APWA members 

who plan, design, build, operate and maintain our nation’s transportation, water supply and 

wastewater treatment systems, stormwater management, drainage, and flood control 

infrastructure, I urge the committee to pass HR 1471. If you have any questions or require further 

information, please do not hesitate to have your staff contact Andrea Eales, the APWA Director 

of Government Affairs at 202-218-6730 or aeales@apwa.net  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian R. Usher, PWLF 

President 

mailto:aeales@apwa.net

