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Advocacy Position Statement 
 

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 
 

Statement of Purpose 
The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, 
regulators, policy-makers and decision-makers and the public at-large of its stated 
position on the Endangered Species Act. 
 
Statement of Position 
APWA supports comprehensive reform legislation to the Endangered Species Act.  
Reform legislation should contain full integration of sound scientific and economic 
principles which ensure that habitats and species can be preserved in harmony with 
critically needed public projects.  Reform legislation should respect the original intent of 
the Act, which is the protection and recovery of species. 
 
The American Public Works Association strongly supports environmental preservation 
and protection of species determined to be threatened or endangered by balanced, 
integrated approaches that are applied openly with equity, prudence, and foresight. 
 
APWA believes it is imperative that varying interests work smarter, together, to develop 
and implement open, collaborative strategies for achieving balance among the many 
competing demands of modern life.  In the public policy arena relating to endangered 
species, APWA encourages complete consideration of the social and economic, as well as 
the environmental, impacts of habitat designations and preservation strategies.   
 
Background and Rationale 
The Congress of the United States, through the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
established programs for protecting endangered species, vesting responsibility for 
oversight with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, a branch of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior. 
 
There is a need to balance endangered species and habitat preservation with the 
infrastructure development, operation, and maintenance needs of local citizens.  Such a 



local, balanced approach will provide the best options for preservation, growth, and 
management of our invaluable natural resources, as we continue to work together to carry 
out the mandates required of us all to serve the needs of American citizens.  
 
  
The implementation of programs has resulted in a process that has caused delays, 
prohibitions, and added costs for infrastructure development, operations, and 
maintenance.  Local or municipal infrastructure projects sometimes, of necessity, affect 
habitat relating to fish, wildlife, and species that may be determined to be threatened or 
endangered.  In some cases, municipalities have been prevented from operating, 
managing, and maintaining their infrastructure and other municipal facilities in a timely 
and efficient manner.  Also, in some cases, critically needed infrastructure projects are 
stalled or prohibited entirely because of bureaucratically-imposed processes that fail to 
achieve goals mandated by legislation. 
 
At issue is the need to reform the Endangered Species Act to build stronger partnerships, 
to reduce delay and uncertainty for states, local governments, private industry, and 
individuals; and to provide greater administrative flexibility that minimizes disruption 
and harmful socio-economic effects while continuing to conserve and preserve America’s 
priceless environmental heritage. 
 
In detail, APWA specifically recommends the following: 
 

• That the process for resolving appeals be reformed to encourage timely 
resolution.  We support the inclusion of specific administrative time limits in 
the reform legislation. 

 
• That the law open all aspects of the decision process to verifiable peer review, 

improved data collection and field testing of data – to tap the country’s best 
wisdom in resolving these issues.  Endangered species decisions must be 
based on verifiable, sound, and objective scientific data. 
 

• That national priority is given to aggressive pre-listing incentives for affected 
governments and landowners, to avoid negative impacts of the act and to 
improve conservation. 

 
• That reform legislation addresses the issues related to just, fair and equitable 

compensation for loss of use or profit due to restrictions resulting from the 
Act.    

 
 

• That the post-listing consultation and decision-making process include full 
partnership for affected states, local governments, and private property owners 
– including habitat designations, conservation, and recovery plans, so that 
decisions can be made with full collaboration and cooperation. 

 



• That the law allow the existing federal exemption process to allow interested 
parties consultation with the U.S. Department of the Interior to determine 
whether a proposed action will jeopardize a species.  If the species is 
determined to be in jeopardy, economically feasible and prudent alternatives 
for its preservation should be considered. 

 
• That preservation programs make effective use of limited pubic and private 

resources by focusing on groups of species dependent upon the same habitat. 
 

• That public education initiative is required at all levels to provide various 
stakeholders with an understanding of the issues. 

 
Sponsor 
Water Resources Management Committee 
 


