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Advocacy Position Statement 
 

Transportation Funding 
 
Statement of Purpose  
The American Public Works Association (APWA) seeks to inform elected officials, transportation 
policy-makers and decision-makers at all levels of government and the public at-large of its stated 
position on Transportation Funding.  
 
Statement of Position  
A continued federal role in the funding of our national, regional and local transportation systems is 
critical to economic health, safety and welfare of our country.  According to a number of measures, 
every $1 billion spent on transportation creates 28,000 jobs.  Clearly, investing in transportation is 
not an option, it is an economic necessity.  APWA supports full funding of the nation’s transportation 
infrastructure needs in order to improve its condition and performance and to efficiently maximize 
safety and economic benefits achievable through properly maintaining, modernizing, repairing and 
improving deteriorated or underfunded transportation systems, as well as providing needed new 
infrastructure. 
 
To provide the transportation infrastructure to keep our economy growing, we need an ongoing, 
predictable revenue source that is large enough to meet the mobility needs of our growing 
population, and is dedicated to purely transportation purposes.  APWA supports increasing fuel taxes 
as a user fee and paying for transportation based on usage,  by indexing  fuel taxes to grow with 
inflation,  and transitioning to a vehicle miles traveled fee that assures all vehicles (regardless of fuel 
source) pay for their impacts on our system.  Furthermore, we support guaranteed funding and 
firewalls to prevent diversions of these funds to non-transportation programs.  We believe a funding 
and financing crisis looms, and that we must act accordingly. 
 
Other non-monetary ways to increase the investment in transportation infrastructure would cost 
nothing, but would reduce the funding and time needed to build projects.  Such improvements 
include removing duplicative or conflicting requirements by different federal, state, and local 
regulatory agencies, continuing to break down the barriers between funding programs (such as the 
silos between commuter and intercity rail) making it easier to use federal loan programs, and 
facilitating local sources of revenues such as tolling. 
 
 
 



Background and Rationale  
The quality and performance of all modes of the nation’s transportation system is a major 
determinant of the public’s quality of life and standard of living. A significant contributor to the 
economic welfare of every community, transportation accounts for about 11 percent of the nation’s 
gross domestic product. Roads, bridges, public transit systems, rail, waterway and airport facilities 
form the foundation of a network which links rural areas with urban areas, city center with suburbs 
and small town with small town. The public relies on this extensive and diverse network every day to 
gain access to jobs, markets, education, health care and recreation. 
 
The American Society of Civil Engineers has given our transportation infrastructure a grade of D 
minus--nearly failing.  This report confirms that inadequate funding of the capital and maintenance 
needs of the nation’s transportation facilities degrades their condition, safety and efficiency. The U.S. 
Department of Transportation, in its biennial report to Congress on the condition and performance of 
the nation’s highways, bridges and transit, has also documented that the nation is under investing in 
its surface transportation system. The Texas Transportation Institute’s (TTI) 2012 “Urban Mobility 
Report” indicates congestion costs $1818 per commuter in 2011.  In April 2012, TRIP, a national 
transportation research group, advised that poorly maintained roadways cost the average motorist 
$324 per year in added vehicle repair and operating costs. Continued increases in usage and travel at 
rates exceeding population growth, in addition to the advancing age of transportation infrastructure in 
general, are placing added stress on an over-burdened and underfunded system. In order to grow our 
economy without falling further behind, as our population grows, the need to provide a safer and 
more efficient transportation system grows, too. Working together, local, state and federal 
transportation agencies can reach these goals and build and maintain the infrastructure we need to 
support the economy of today and the future. 
 
Sponsor  
Transportation Committee  


